The S. I. Non-Brahmin Confederation
The following address was delivered by Rao Bhahdur B. Muniswami Naidu, the
President of the Eleventh Session of the South India Non-Brahmin Confederation,
held at Nellore on the 5th October 1929.
Let me convey my most sincere and heartfelt thanks to the Reception Committee
for the honour they have done me in asking me to preside over and conduct the
deliberations of this august assembly. We are met to consider momentous problems
affecting our Federation, and the future of the S. I. L. F. depends in a large measures
on the decisions we arrive at. And I hope and pray God that, with your hearty
co-operation and wise guidance, I shall be able to discharge the duty imposed upon
me. The last sessions of the Federation was held at Coimbatore in July 1927, under
the presidency of Dewan Bahadur S. Kumaraswami Reddiar. We came to important
decisions therein. But, alas, we miss to-day the presence in our midst of our late
lamented beloved leader, the Raja of Panagal, and of other stalwarts of the party.
After a brief illness of a few days the Raja of Panagal passed away in December
1928 leaving the whole of Southern India in mourning. He was a born leader and
statesman of a very high order. His services to tne Federation and to the party
were invaluable, and his demise has left a gap which it is found well nigh impossible
to fill.
Close upon his death and within a few months has occurred the premature and
sad death of our stalwart Dewan Bahadur 0. Thanikachalam Chettiar, We have
also suffered irreparable loss in the deaths of the Raja of Ramnad and Mr. M. T.
Subramania Mudaliar. Their services to the party are such as could not be forgotten,
We are meeting under the shadow of the irreparable losses sustained in the passing
away of our leaders. May their souls rest in peace and may their noble lives and
examples sustain us and guide us !
party meeting at madras
Soon after the demise of our great leader a meeting was convened at Madras to
consider the future of the party. Important members of all parties attended. A
genuine spirit prevailed to close up our ranks and to form a united party. In pursu-
ance of the resolution passed then a committee consisting of the representatives of the
Justice Party, of the Justice constitutionalists, and of the ministerialists were formed
to consider the steps to be taken in the above direction. As a result of prolonged-
and frank discussions, this conference has been called under the auspices of the
committee of all the parties. The recommendations of the committee will be the main
item for your consideration and decision.
task before the conference
After the death of our departed leader, the executive committee of the Federation
with the chief whip of the party as chairman, has been conducting the affairs of the
Federation, The question of electing a leader for the party will haveto be considered
by you. What should be the future constitutions and what arrangements have to be
made to carry on the work of the Federation are all questions of fe.r~
tance that awaits your decision.
These and other questions affecting the future of our party have bem
the minds of the members and well-wishers of our party» Tiey Iiare tee®
3y discussed bath in the Press and on the platform. Tfeey have been discussed at
private informal meetings. There has l>eelb as yet no agieement readied on any of
the points. The views expressed have been varied and in some cases sharp differen-
ces of opinions have prevailed. It is for this assembly to consider carefully the various
view points and come to a decision whk& may be acceptable and satisfactory to ail
parties*
brahmins and a i. l.xf.
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The firet and most important poiat is whether the membership of the associafi0&
may be thrown open to Brateios, L e^ to such Brahmins as are willing to

